Common Sentence Errors
(Correcting Sentence Fragments, Run-on Sentences, Comma Splices, and Rambling Sentences)
· A sentence fragment is a type of sentence error.  A sentence fragment does not express a complete idea.  A sentence fragment occurs when a group of words is missing either a subject (noun) or a verb (action word) or both.

For Example:

Sentence Fragment:
Left his book at home.




(The subject is missing.)

Correction:

John left his book at home.




(A subject is added.)

Sentence Fragment:
Only a few of my friends.




(The verb is missing.)

Correction:

Only a few of my friends read.




(A verb is added.)

Sentence Fragment:
Always fun for me.




(The subject and verb are missing.)

Correction:

Reading is always fun for me.




(A subject and verb are added.)

· A run-on sentence is a sentence error in which two or more sentences are joined without punctuation or without a connecting word such as and, but, or, nor, for, so, or yet.  

For Example:

Run-on Sentence:

Our solar system contains one start it is called the sun.




(Two sentences are joined without punctuation or a connecting word.)

Correction:

Our solar system contains one star.  It is called the sun.



(A period and capital letter are used.)

Correction:

Our solar system contains one star; it is called the sun.




(A semicolon is used.)

Correction:

Our solar system contains one star and it is called the sun.




(The coordinating conjunction and is used.)

· A comma splice is an error in which two sentences are incorrectly joined with a comma.  An end punctuation mark, a semicolon, or a comma plus a connecting word should be used between the two sentences.
For Example:

Comma Splice:
I am studying famous poets, I must choose one for a report.

Correction:
I am studying famous poets, and I must choose one for a report.

Correction:
I am studying famous poets; I must choose one for a report.

Correction:
I am studying famous poets.  I must choose one for a report.

· If you use too many and’s, but’s, and so’s, your writing may include many rambling sentences and be hard to follow.
For example:

Rambling Sentence:
I went to the museum last week with my class and we saw the new 




dinosaur exhibit and it was very exciting but we had to leave before seeing 




everything.

Possible Correction:
I went to the museum last week with my class, and we saw the new 




dinosaur exhibit.  It was very exciting, but we had to leave before seeing 




everything.
